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Lee Freeinan - In Memoriam 
E arly in 1995 the musical world in Chicago and Verdians everywhere lost one of their best friends , Lee A. 
Freeman. Born in New York (1909) of immi-
grant parents, this remarkable man truly 
lived the American dream. His autobiogra:-
phy,1 completed less than a year before his 
death, tells the heartwarming story of a 
young man who worked his way through 
college and then, during the bitter years of 
the depression, managed to attend law 
school in Chicago. 
As a young Assistant Attorney General, 
State of Illinois, he was active in reducing 
electric rates for consumers, and supported 
the extension of reasonably priced public 
transportation to Chicago's South Side with 
its largely black population. For twenty years 
he vigorously fought the anti-trust wars 
against corporate America, arguing success-
fully a number of important cases before the 
United States Supreme Court. But, most 
important of all, Lee and his wife for almost 
60 years, Brena, supported, with their intel-
ligence, time, and boundless energy, as well 
as with their financial resources, the cultural 
life of Chicago and elsewhere. These activi-
ties included significant support for local 
institutions of Higher Education, The Lyric 
Opera and Orchestral Association of 
Chicago, the Chicago Art Institute, the 
National Symphony Orchestra at Kennedy 
Center, and the American Conservatory of 
Music. With particular regard to Verdi, Lee 
and Brena Freeman provided the major sup-
port for the Fourth International Congress of 
Verdi Studies (Chicago, 1974) as well as for 
3 
the staging of Verdi operas in San Diego 
(Giovanna d'Arco, Un giorno di regno, and Il 
corsaro) and Pittsburgh (La forza del destino 
and La battaglia di Legnano) . The Chicago 
Congress led in turn, if indirectly, to the 
founding of the American Institute for Verdi 
Studies, and more directly to the new critical 
edition, The Works of Giuseppe Verdi. 
Without the substantial , continuous, and 
crucial support of the Freemans, it is doubt-
ful if that project, a collaborative effort of the 
University of Chicago Press and Verdi's prin-
cipal publisher, G. Ricardi&: C. would have 
been able to develop as successfully and as 
rapidly as it has: eight volumes published to 
date, a ninth, La traviata, scheduled for pub-
lication later this year. Of significant concern 
for AIVS, when the volume that grew from 
the Proceedings of the Fifth International 
Verdi Congress, an event organized and 
sponsored by our Institute at Centre College 
of Danville, Kentucky, 1977, Verdi 's 
'Macbeth': A Sourcebook was in financial 
straits, the Freemans gave the additional 
funds necessary for its publication. 
Lee Freeman, a man with vision, heart, 
and a winning smile, who lived for his fami-
ly and for the Arts, has passed away. He was 
a philanthropist in the best sense of that 
word, and he was a wonderful friend. We'll 
miss him very much. 
lAn Attorneys Tale of Cultural Grandeur: 
An Autobiography by Lee A. Freeman, Sr. 
(1994) . 
